
Christmas Eve – 2020 (by Zoom) 

Proper I in the RCL  

Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 

 

Grace, peace and blessing to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

He’s a beautiful baby.  The new father just stood there and looked.  He was awestruck.  

Such a miracle.  His attention was completely focused…looking through the window of the nursery 

at his new-born son.  The baby looked so tiny.  He was sort of red and wrinkled but he had a fair 

amount of black hair.  The hand-written note on the bassinet gave his family name and said he 

weighed 6 pounds, 13 ozs.     

While the other onlookers, mostly fathers, chatted about this or that characteristic, the new 

father got philosophical.  Instead of thinking about whether the nose looked like some other 

relative, or considering whom some other characteristic came from, the new father was reflecting 

on who this newborn baby actually was.   

The baby’s ancestors had some royal blood although some were not necessarily people one 

would want to imitate and hold up as role models.  Some were ministers or priests and some were 

social activists, some were political, one was a governor and one was a prominent judge but for 

the most part his ancestry was ordinary people.   

But such aspects of a person’s heritage are of little consequence except as a curiosity.  The 

important thing is what he will grow to be. Everyone that newly minted person comes into contact 

with will be shaped in some way by what the baby becomes.  And who the baby becomes will be 

determined, to no small extent, by who the child is at birth – the genetic make-up, the talents, 

abilities and, very importantly, the nurture, the upbringing.  Will the baby be a great artist, a 

business person, an athlete, politician, carpenter, plumber, teacher or priest?  Will he be handsome 

or plain?  Tall or short?  In other words, contained in that small, wrinkled body that the new father 

was seeing for the first time, is the future.  It represents potential.   

Like every parent, we hope for the best.  We hope the baby will grow into a person who is 

caring and loving and patient, gentle and joyful and kind and above all, honest, faithful and self-

controlled, a contributing member of society who is dedicated to leaving the world a little better 

place because of his presence.  But as all parents know they won’t have a clue for twenty, or maybe 

even thirty, more years. 

I’m sure that Mary and Joseph had similar dreams, aspirations and hopes for their little 

baby boy.  He, too, was probably red and wrinkled when he was first born but I bet they thought 

he was beautiful.  Mary wrapped him in swaddling clothes as was the custom and she held him 

and cooed to him and kissed him until you’d think she would wear out his cheek.  I wonder what 

must have been going through Mary and Joseph’s minds as they gazed down at their baby lying 

there in a bed of straw?  Did they see divinity in diapers?  What did they think about in those quiet 

moments after the shepherds and angels stopped coming by?   

In Luke’s version of the birth of Jesus, which we just heard, Mary is told that she would 

give birth to a boy baby who would be “great” and called “Son of the Most High.”  And she was 

told that he would claim the “throne of his father David” meaning he was going to be a king like 

his ancestor king David.  She was told his reign would be eternal.  Matthew’s version of the birth 

story tells that Joseph received a similar vague message…nothing said about a Messiah…nothing 

about a kingdom that would be based on love rather than the force of arms…nothing about healing 

the sick, mixing with the outcasts of society, walking on water, annoying the Pharisees or feeding 
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5000.  And certainly nothing about a violent and ugly death by execution on the cross or about 

God’s ultimate victory in the Resurrection.   

Mary and Joseph’s dreams for their son were probably very confused.  On one hand they 

had received these special delivery messages from some angels about their son’s future and they 

had these eccentric shepherds show up insisting on seeing their baby.  Then when the shepherds 

knelt in front of their son and told them something about choirs of angels in the sky, it’s no wonder 

that Mary is said to have “treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.”  It was 

probably too much to think about just after giving birth.   

On the other hand, we have to remember that Mary and Joseph were ordinary people, 

peasants actually.  Joseph probably knew enough of the Torah as any good Jew would, but neither 

he nor Mary were educated in theology.  They probably were thoroughly mystified about how their 

apparently ordinary baby could rise from their ordinary circumstances to become some sort of 

king.  So, their hopes for Jesus were probably similar to those of other peasant families in that 

backwater region of the world, namely that he would be a good man, follow their faith, marry a 

nice Jewish girl, learn carpentry and eventually take over the family business.   

In other words, they were probably as confused and unsure about the reality that they faced 

as many people are today 20 centuries later.  How could they have anticipated the impact he would 

have in his lifetime and afterward?  How could they have come to the realization that simply by 

faith in the promises of God, God would provide complete and total forgiveness for our sins 

regardless of what and when they were committed.  In other words, they would have no way of 

comprehending the extent that God would go to enter his creation in order to save it.  There’s no 

one in the whole history of the human race who has had more of an influence on world history 

than Jesus Christ.  Because of his followers, Christianity has spread around the world so that now 

approximately 30% of the people of the world claim faith in Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  The 

enormity of this event still boggles people’s minds.  It is still hard for us to know how to react 

appropriately.   

Perhaps the biggest influence Jesus has had is to endow all human beings with 

dignity…dignity regardless of their race, gender, nationality, economic condition or any other 

characteristic that differentiates people.  Ancient philosophers, Aristotle and Plato, have had a 

major influence on the thinking of the western world even down to the present time.  They thought 

that most humans are, by nature, fit only to be slaves…not considered worthy to enjoy the fresh 

air of freedom.  Dignity of the individual was not considered an inherent right of a person.  Dignity 

and freedom were for the elite.  Christianity insisted, and still insists, that God loves every single 

human being.  Everyone - white, black, brown or whatever description – everyone is made in the 

image of God and, for this reason alone, is entitled to respect and dignity.  Each person is a unique 

creation of God and this came from Christ also.  There are places in this world today where the 

practice of Christianity is illegal and persecuted for these very reasons.   

Mary and Joseph could not have grasped the magnitude of what the angel meant when it 

pronounced the prophecy about their son.  Regardless of what they were told, to comprehend the 

key roles they were playing in God’s plan to intervene in his creation would have been beyond 

their imagination.  They would have been hard pressed to put into words how their baby would 

ultimately be offered as a means to rescue the world.  This realization and the desire of every 

person to have a fulfilling life, as was intended by God in the first place, still draws people to him.   

We read and hear that the Christian celebration of God’s astonishing act of intervention is 

a difficult time for some people because they do not experience love, do not know how love feels, 

do not believe they can be loved.  But the birth of the baby Jesus is proof positive that God intends 
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for love to prevail, for his faithful followers to treat people with acts of love like dignity and care 

and compassion. God’s love is fundamental to the meaning of Christmas.  It is the reason Christmas 

is a celebration.   

So the next time you look at a baby, let your mind reflect on the potential for that child and 

then remember and consider the consequences, influence and impact Jesus has had of the lives of 

so many people.  Then consider the influence he has had on your life.  Our challenge on this and 

every Christmas is to soak up – absorb to the deepest part of our being – the significance of this 

event when God became man so that mankind could know God.  And then let us offer God our 

praise and thanks for loving us so much.  You know, he really was a beautiful baby.    AMEN 

 

 


